DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of applicant’s amendments to claims 1 , 2, 5, 6, 8-1 1 ,1 3 
and 15 filed on Feb. 28, 2007. Claims 1-7 and 9-15 are pending and an action on the 
merits is as follows. 

2. Applicant’s arguments, see Applicant’s remarks, filed on February 28, 2007, with 
respect to the rejections to claims 1-15 and specification, have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. The rejections to claims 1-15 and objection of the specification 
have been withdrawn. 

3. Claims 1-15 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: 

As to claims 1, 6 and 15, the prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, 
fails to disclose or render obvious searching the database for data items that match 
color criteria indicated by the transmitted color definition data file, transmitting said list of 
data items to the user device, providing as output to a user the one or more data items 
in the list on the portable user device and a means for indicating determined stored files 
that match the color criteria as clearly shown, in combination with the rest of the 
limitations of the claim. 

As to claim 8, the prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to 
disclose or render obvious an indication of current location of the portable user device 
and wherein each data item includes data identifying an indication of retail location of 
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the respective article as clearly shown, in combination with the rest of the limitations of 
the claim. 

As to claims 9 and 13, the prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, 
fails to disclose or render obvious receiving a color definition data file relating to a 
current sampled article, and searching color definition data files in the memory to 
determine if any of the stored files match only color criteria indicated by the color 
definition data for a current sample and providing as output on the color matching 
device an indication if any stored files match the color criteria as clearly shown, in 
combination with the rest of the limitations of the claim. 

As to claim 10, the prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fails to 
disclose or render obvious a wireless transmitter for transmitting said color definition 
data file to a remote database and a wireless receiver for receiving, from said remote 
database, a list of data items that match color criteria indicated by the transmitted color 
definition data as clearly shown, in combination with the rest of the limitations of the 
claim. 

Reference 5,272,518 discloses a feedback network to monitor and correct colors 
displayed by a color monitor. 

However, it fails to disclose the limitations cited above in claims 1 , 6 and 15. 

Reference 5,483,339 discloses a device for separating light after a sample is 
scanned. 

However, it fails to disclose the limitations cited above in claim 8. 
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Reference 6,584,435 discloses measuring a number of color test patch samples 
printed by the printer. 

However, it fails to disclose the limitations cited above in claims 9 and 13. 

Reference 6,640,145 discloses determining the presence of an object within an 
image and adaptive pattern recognition. 

However, it fails to disclose the limitations cited above in claim 10. 

Claims 2-5, 7, 11, 12 and 14 are dependent on allowable claims cited above and 
are therefore in condition for allowance. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to lYABO S. ALU whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1331. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30am- 5:00pm; 1st F-OFF & 
2nd F- 7:30-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Gregory Toatley can be reached on 571-272-2059. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information' 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

lYABO S. ALU 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2877 





